   -The Legend of the Maiden's Tower-
The Maiden’s Tower is a small and beautiful tower that stands proudly in the middle of the Bosphorous; the stretch of sea that still runs through the heart of Istanbul today. There are many legends about the construction of the tower and its location. According to the most popular Turkish legend, a Sultan had a very beautiful daughter. One day, a fortune-teller prophecied that she would be killed by a snake bite on her 18th birthday. The Sultan was scared and wanted to protect his lovely daughter so he decided to keep her away from all snakes. He told his men to build a small tower in the middle of the Bosphorus, to protect his daughter until after her 18th birthday. The sad princess lived alone in the tower, where she was frequently visited only by her father, until her 18th birthday.
aspOn the day of her 18th birthday, the Sultan brought the Princess a basket of grapes with precious pieces of jewellery hidden in it as a birthday gift. He was so delighted that he had managed to prevent the prophecy from coming true. Upon reaching into the basket, however, an  that had been hiding among the grapes bit the young princess’s hand and she died in her father's arms, just as the fortune-teller had predicted. 

Throughout the centuries, the tower was used as a lighthouse and a control tower also during the Ottoman period after the Conquest of Constantinople. The final restoration was done in 1998 and it was opened as a restaurant after spending around 3 million US dollars. The tower was featured in one of the James Bond movies in 1999; "The world is not enough", where the terrorists placed a nuclear submarine underneath the tower to be exploded in the heart of the city.
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