Sao Martinho & Chestnut Festival

( On the 11th Nobember )

We celebrate this special day, especially if you like chestnuts, 

This is the day from top to bottom of Portugal, we celebrate Sao Martinho (Saint Martin’s Day), and we do it with Chestnuts.

Well the story of Sao Martin

Sao Martinho (St. Martin),  he was a Roman solider who belonged to the Roman Empire. 

On a particularly dreadful winter day, Martin was caught in a downpour of rain with only his  red cape to protect him. While riding to get out of the horrible weather he was approached by a beggar, half naked with hardly a thread to cover him from the cold weather.

“Help me” – said the beggar. “ I don’t have anything and  no place to go”.

Martin didn’t have any change to help the man but was moved by the man’s misery.

“ You are  all wet and cold. I’m going to help you! Said  Saint Martin. 

And  he grabbed his sword - reached back for his wool red cape, cut it in half and covered the beggar. 

The other soldiers riding with Martin laughed that he was giving way his protection. But legend has it when Martin covered the beggar the clouds drifted and beams of sun lit up the sky.
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A Curiosity: 

In Portugal

I saved the best for last, chestnuts. Thankfully, chestnuts last all winter long here and if you’ve ever tried them roasted hot from a vendor on a cold winter day…well the only thing that compares is a huge hot cup of cacao with tons of marshmallows on blistery day. Wrapped in newspaper or old phone book pages, you can enjoy chestnuts.

Vendors will be easily found around the country with their stacks of smoke, smelling up the cities with the aroma of roasted chestnuts. If you’ve never given them a try you must! If you don’t have chestnut vendors, you can roast them at home.
Of course, in school  we celebrate Saint Martin Day & Chestnut Festival,  and we eat  roasted chestnuts.

Delicious! 

The legend of Gil Paes

A long time ago, Torres Novas was a town surrounded by  the Spanish.

As Torres Novas was an important town, it had a Castle near by.

One day, Torres Novas, during one of the Spanish invasions, was attacked and the castle was  surrounded by enemy soldiers and cavaliers.

One day, the son of Gil Paes, the mayor of the castle, decided to go for a walk alone.

The Spanish soldiers saw  him and  caught him.

Then they took  him to the square near the  castle  and asked for  Gil Paes.

They said: “ Open the door of the castle”

And Gil Paes, as he was a  great  honour man who   served  the King  said:  “ No “

The soldiers said again: “ If you don’t   open  the doors of  your Castle and surrender.

Or  we will kill your son”.

But Gil Paes  refused to open the door of the Castle, avoinding the Spanish to conquer  Torres Novas.
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So his son died. 
